Life of Pi: The Hero’s Journey

There are certain steps or stages into which the Quest can be divided:

The Call:

• Typically the Hero is challenged to embark on the Quest or is called to it by a god or god-figure.

Usually there is a sense of destiny associated with the call to the Quest—this is the Hero’s purpose; it will be his or her defining moment.f Pi Perspectives
The Decision:

• The Hero makes an intentional decision to accept the challenge of call and pursue his (or her)

destiny. There is usually a sense that this decision is irrevocable—the ship sails, the bridge burns,

the home planet is destroyed, etc. At this point, the Hero must go forward; there is no turning

back.

The Preparation:

• This is a period during which the Hero learns what he or she needs to know in order to complete

the Quest. He or she develops the skills, builds the strength, gathers the tools and other materials,

and collects the allies he or she will need to succeed.

• Often the Hero will meet a MENTOR, an older, wiser individual who has the knowledge and skills the Hero needs. This MENTOR may or may not be supernatural.

The Obstacles:

• This is the Quest itself, the journey to the place where the treasure is hidden or the captive is

imprisoned. It is a long trip. It is a dangerous trip. Many of the Hero’s allies (met during the

Preparation) will desert him, be rendered incapable of continuing, or die. The Hero will lose many, if not all, of the tools and weapons collected during the Preparation and will have to continue the

Quest alone.

Some of the Obstacles encountered might be in the form of persons:

• the TEMPTOR/TEMPTRESS or SEDUCER/SEDUCTRESS who is able to offer the Hero something

he or she deeply desires (often a hidden or secret desire) so that the Hero is (almost) willing to

abandon the quest

• the SHADOW, an evil figure who actually mirrors those things the Hero most fears or dislikes

about himself/herself

Some of the Obstacles encountered might be geographical:

• difficult terrain

• remote locations

• seemingly insurmountable mountains, oceans, rivers, etc.Life of Pi
Some of the Obstacles encountered might take the form mythical or legendary animals and beings.

The Climax:

• This is, of course, the moment when the Hero is at the point of either succeeding or failing. The

failure might be physical, emotional, or psychological. The Climax also involves the moment when it becomes obvious that the Hero will succeed.

The Return:

• After the successful Quest, the Hero always returns home, but he or she always returns a changed person.
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In the spaces provided, list the specific character, event, etc., from Life of Pi that corresponds to the indicated stage of the Quest.

If you do not find a correspondent, leave the space blank, and consider why Martel may have chosen to omit this aspect from his hero tale.

The Call:

• god or god-figure: 
The Decision:

• decision made irreversible by: 
The Preparation:

• mentor(s): 
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• acquired knowledge or skills: 
• allies: 
The Obstacles:

• tempter/temptress: 
• shadow: 
• difficult terrain: 
• remote locations: 
• seemingly insurmountable mountains, oceans, rivers, etc.: 
• mythical or legendary animals and beings: 

The Climax:

The Return:

